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Abstract

Purpose: Since the advent of Islam, the mosque has fulfilled various functions,
encompassing cultural and communicative dimensions. Among these, the
promotion of Qur’anic culture has always held a central and vital position. The
expansion of culture centered on the mosque occupies a significant place within
Islamic teachings and the practices of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them). In
alignment with these teachings, the Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution
issued, in 2022 (1401 AH solar), a policy emphasizing the development of
mosques as Qur’anic bases.

Methodology To achieve this policy, it is essential to conduct research—one of
the most important being the study of the cultural and communicative functions of
Qur’anic centers within mosques.

Findings: This article employed the thematic analysis method. Based on the
analysis of 31 interviews conducted with experts in mosque-development
policymaking and Qur’anic activists working in mosques, 211 basic themes, 61
organizing themes, and 11 overarching themes were extracted.

Research limitations: According to the results, eight overarching themes
represent  the  cultural  functions—namely, promotional-propagative,
educational-pedagogical, leadership formation, unity creation, organizational
development, public participation, supportive, and service-oriented; while three
overarching themes—Murabata (networked engagement among Qur’anic
activists), communication with audiences, and media production—represent the
communicative functions of Qur’anic centers in mosques.

Cultural functionalism, communication functionalism, Quranic
database of mosques, mosque.
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