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Abstract

The continuity of the cultural life of the society emerging from the Islamic
Revolution depends on safeguarding the semantic system that supports it. One
of the greatest threats to any key semantic order is distortion. Among the
foundational sources of the Islamic Revolution’s knowledge, the thought and
conduct of Imam Khomeini (peace be upon him) are particularly vulnerable to
misrepresentation. Therefore, this study aims to propose a cultural-
communicational framework to confront the distortion of Imam Khomeini’s
thought and conduct. Using a thematic analysis approach and interviews with
seventeen experts in Imam Khomeini’s intellectual legacy, the study develops a
comprehensive framework for cultural and communicational confrontation with
distortion, addressing both “verbal distortion” and “conceptual/spiritual
distortion.” Strategies for addressing conceptual/spiritual distortion are
organized into seven domains: media improvement, cultural enhancement,
social development, organizational reform, policy refinement, and elite
empowerment. This framework provides systematic guidance for protecting the
integrity of Imam Khomeini’s legacy in contemporary society.
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